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I am very grateful to the vision of Renmin University and more particularly to superlative
work of Wang Wen, Dean of the Chongyang Institute for Financial Studies, and his team,
for organizing this event. Today a group of leading scholars and officials have been
brought together to discuss a matter of significance not just for China but also for the
world—the nature and effects of China’s socialist modernization both as a major
development of Chinese political theory in its New Era but also for the power of the
principles that this form of modernization represents for world, and especially for China’s
friends along the Silk Roads, many of whom are gathered here in Beijing now to attend the
China Africa Summit.

To those ends, but only as well as a foreigner is able, I have attempted a diligent study of
the Resolution/Decision of the CPC Central Committee on Further Comprehensively
Deepening Reforms and Promoting Chinese-style Modernization” recently adopted at the
3" Plenum of the 20" Congress as well as the General Secretary’s guidance, recently
published in Qiushi Journal, as the Explanation of the Decision of the Central Committee
of the Communist Party of China on Further Comprehensively Deepening Reform and
Promoting Chinese-style Modernization. !

I'would like to pose a question that may help deepen my understanding of a fundamental
implication of the 3rd Plenum’s principles and a fundamental question of Chinese
Marxist-Leninism. To those ends I would seek guidance on the following points:

1.1 start with the fundamental question of socialist modernization in the new era. Socialist
modernization is an expression of the fundamental obligation of the Party, embodying the
leading forces of society, to ensure that all productive forces contribute to the challenge of
the current general contradiction in every era of historical development.

Socialist modernization is an all-around concept that from my perspective might be
reduced to six key elements:
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Firse, it is Chinese. This is driven by a presumption that national characteristics
matter when transposing theoretical principles into the concrete realities of a
cultural-political community. Modernization may be universal; its manifestation is
inevitably local.

Second, it is soctalist. That requires a very specific approach to understanding the
relationship of national sources of productive wealth (human and other resources)
with state policy. When combined with the first principle, one speaks about
socialism with national characteristics.

Third, it is premised on the core role of the productivity of national forces. The
principle of productive forces has its roots in classical Marxism referring to the
combination of human productivity with the means of production. In Chinese
socialism the notion of the development of productive forces became a central
element of socialist modernization with Chinese characteristics.

Fourth, it is premised on an understanding that productive forces must be applied
to a particular set of tasks. In this case it is to move the notion forward along the
socialist path at the end of which, ideally, is the realization of a communist society.

Fifih, modernization is dynamic. Modernization must change with the times and
build on the successes as well as learn from the challenges of the past.

Sixth, modernization is a comprehensive concept in China s current historical era.
China has developed the original 19" Century notion of productive forces from
one that centered on economic production to one that includes the comprehensive
development of the nation and of Chin’s productive role in the world.

Together these core elements provide the structure for understanding the role of socialist
modernization, the insights and experience gained over the year, and the rationalization
of the practices of continuously and comprehensively deepening reform. That reform and
deepening is measured against forward movement along the socialist path. The dialectics
of socialist path and socialist modernization, then, serve as the guardrails for movement
toward the ultimate establishment of a communist society in China.

2.That brings me to the question for which I hope this group of eminent scholars and
officials may help me consider correctly. 7%e question: Is the Communist Party itself the



manager or supplier of national productive forces or is the Communist Party also a
superior productive force? The question thus focuses on the extent and manner to which
the Party must itself apply the principles of socialist modernization, especially as they have
been thoroughly explained by the General Secretary, to its own organization and to the
contribution of its own productive forces to China’s forward movement along the Socialist
path.

Under the leadership of the General Secretary and at the core of the 3" Plenum’s
consideration of developing socialist modernization theory, it has become clear that the
need to meet the challenge of the current general contradiction requires the focusing of
all of the nation’s productive forces. Those productive forces, in turn, serve as the engine
of socialist modernization itself by embracing the entirety of the productive capacities of
the social, cultural, economic and political spheres. It is also aligned with China’s
international relations.

It is now well understood that these necessary evolutionary changes also required a
change in conception— from productive to New quality productive forces. The emphasis is
on innovation, being in accord with the times, bring the past forward and moving into the
future. Nonetheless new quality production applies comprehensively, suggesting the path
forward for the current realization of socialist modernization.

3.Itis in this respect that the issue of the way in which the principles of socialist
modernization, and especially of its concepts of new quality production apply to the work
of the Party and its organs.

The issue arises from the question—- what are productive forces to which socialist
modernization applies? Traditionally the focus was on economic production. Under New
Era theory it has been broadened to all social forces producing economic, social, cultural
wealth in the sense of contributing to positive movement along the Socialist path. ON the
one hand one might argue that productive forces are materialized as State Assets with
respect to which the overall direction is undertaken by the Party and also in its leadership
of the nation’s consultative organs.

Nonetheless, from a Leninist perspective the most critical productive force are its leading
forces—the communist party together with its state apparatus, mass organizations, and
consultative and allied organs. Indeed, in reading the General Secretary’s “four



urgences”? one gets the sense of the centrality of the Party and its organs to and as
socialist modernization through new quality production principles. This is especially
relevant to the first and fourth of the urgences: (1) The urgent need to realize the central
task of the Party in the new era and new journey; (4) The urgent need to promote the
steady and far-reaching development of the cause of the Party and the country.

One might then wonder whether the superior productive force represented by the Party
and its organs must then be understood as the principal or rationalizing productive force
for the nation. It sets the tone and provides the example the way its cadres do the same
within the mass line dialectics. This is especially emphasized in light of the 3rd Plenum
Report alignment of innovation to China’s people’s consultative democracy mechanisms
and rule of law.

4.Here then is the central question that perhaps may be useful to the elaboration of the
comprehensive program of reform in the 3 Plenum Report: Does the responsibility to
comprehensively deepen reform under new era principles of socialist modernization start
with and include both the Party and its State apparatus because they are the core elements
of Chinese new quality productive forces?

This provides the framework for the questions which I hope this group of eminent
scholars and officials may help us consider correctly:

(A)Does it the follow that new quality production as an applied factor of new era socialist
modernization must be undertaken under the leadership of the party; and that this
leadership must be exercised through the socialist modernization of the party itself?

(B)Should the Party comprehensively practice the style of setting the example for and
leading all mass organizations in new quality production innovation in its own working
style?
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(C) Can there be deep socialist modernization among mass organizations unless the Party
itself takes a leading role in applying its principles to itself as the leading and guiding force
of the nation?

In that context perhaps one might start with the fundamental principles that (1) the Party
leads by example, (2) that innovative disciplinary techniques have already been embedded
through discipline inspection and social credit regimes, and (3) that big tech innovation,
along with smart cities, already suggest that the Party and its apparatus leads by example in
terms of innovation and confirming to the needs of the times.

The relationship between being a productive force and directing or supplying productive
forces for the nation, might be considered a central element in evolving Chinese Marxist-
Leninist theory. It focuses on the nature of the manifestation of the leading forces of
society within or as a communist party. That leading force is essential for the production
of correct guidance and comprehensive leadership. The question for Marxist-Leninist
theory, then, is whether that overarching productivity is of a different character than
productive forces theory applied under new era theory to every other aspect of social,
political, economic, and cultural life. In other words, if the communist party is not itself an
apex embodiment of productive forces, then the question of what it means to be an
institutionalized organ of leading social forces becomes critical. The issue perhaps
contributes to deeper understanding in institutional form of the General Secretary’s
emphasis on self-revolution, and the way in which the dialectics of Chinese Marxist
Leninist theory against evolving general contradictions may serve as a way of
understanding the force of vanguard’s productive capacity and duty over the long course
of the development of Marxist-Leninism with Chinese characteristics. In “What is to be
done?” Vladimir Lenin proposed the concept of revolutionary vanguardism; Chinese
Communists have developed the concept to suit the times and the circumstances of a
revolutionary vanguard now in power. The correct relationship between Leninist
vanguardism and the contemporary concept of productive forces in socialist
modernization may require more study.

I hope to learn much from the discussion that follows.

Thank you.
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